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Synopsis

A¢a -A“The most extensive review of U.S. intelligence-gathering tactics in generations.A¢a -Ae
A¢a -4 <Los Angeles TimesMeticulously formatted, this is a highly readable edition of

theA A Senate Intelligence CommitteeA¢a —4,¢s investigation of Central Intelligence Agency
interrogation and detention programs launched in the wake of the 9/11 attacks. A A Based on over
six million internal CIA documents, the report details secret prisons, prisoner deaths, interrogation
practices, and cooperation with other foreign and domestic agencies. It also examines charges that
the CIA deceived elected officials and governmental overseers about the extent and legality of its
operations. A A Over five years in the making, and withheld from public view since its
declassification in April, 2014, this is the full summary report as finally released by the United States

government on December 9th, 2014.
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Customer Reviews

A Boston Globe BestsellerA A A¢a -A“This massive chronicle of malfeasance concerns not only
the efficacy of certain interrogation techniques, not only the perennial clash between spies and their
civilian overseers, but something far more profound: the nationA¢a -4,¢s political

soul."A¢a —a Harper'sAg¢a -A“A high-quality version of the 500-some page

report.A¢a -A-A¢a -4 «John Hockenberry, The Takeaway/WNYCA¢a —A“The most extensive

review of U.S. intelligence-gathering tactics in generations.A¢a -AsA¢a -4 Los Angeles



TimesA¢a -A“The Senate intelligence committeeA¢a -4,¢s report is a landmark in accountability .
.. It is one of the most shocking documents ever produced by any modern democracy about its own
abuses of its own highest principles.A¢a -A+A¢a -4 *The Guardian (UK) A¢a -A“Exhaustive . . .
HauntingA¢a -A-A¢a -4a ‘Washington PostA¢a -A“The small independent publisher Melville
House has done it, turning ’a five-hundred-and-twenty-eight-page PDF with the slanted margins and
blurred resolution of a Xerox made by a myopic high-school Latin teacher’ into a more readable
text."A¢a -4 *Andrew Sullivan, The DishA¢a -A“Releasing this report is an important step to
restoring our values and showing the world that we are a just society.A¢a -A*A¢a -4 *Senate
Intelligence Committee chair Senator Dianne FeinsteinA¢a —A“A portrait of depravity that is hard to
comprehend and even harder to stomach.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 *New York TimesA¢a —A“Details the
use of gruesome torture techniques used by the CIA and . . . concludes that the agency misled both
the White House and Congress."A¢a -4 *Christian Science MonitorA¢a —A“l believe the American
people have a rightA¢a -4 «indeed, a responsibilityA¢a -4 «to know what was done in their name;
how these practices did or did not serve our interests; and how they comported with our most
important values. | commend Chairman Feinstein and her staff for their diligence in seeking a
truthful accounting of policies | hope we will never resort to again.A¢a -A-A¢a -4 *Senator John
McCainA¢a -A“Melville House is betting that there’s enough interest in the Torture Report that
people will want to have it in book form."A¢a -4 *Rachel Maddow, MSNBCAg¢a -A“The book
business in 2015 is pretty much a crapshoot, but it's hard to believe that even the canniest insider
could’ve predicted the sales success that indie publisher Melville House has had with the Senate
Intelligence Committee Report on Torture."A¢a -4 *VultureA¢a -A“A tiny Brooklyn publishing
house printed a 50,000-copy run of the Senate torture reportA¢a -4 «and itA¢a -a,¢s flying off
shelves faster than The Goldfinch."A¢a -4 *Entertainment WeeklyA¢a —-A“Given the swift and
harsh condemnations of CIA interrogation tactics, the Torture Report is sure to top nonfiction charts
for months to come A¢a -a » mark my words."A¢a -4 *BustleA¢a -A“lf you were wondering why
it's important that indie presses exist, HERE, THIS IS WHY."A¢a -4 Portland

MercuryA¢a -A“AA A watershed moment in contemporary

publishing."A¢a -a *FlavorwireA¢a -A“ltA¢a -4,¢s quite the important and powerful idea: that
simply repackaging material can make it more accessible and can perhaps make it lastA¢a -4 struly
lastA¢a -4 «in the way we need to know and remember it."A¢a —4a PloughsharesA¢a -A‘[Melville
House is] continuing the critical work of publishing important documents."A¢a -4 *Shelf
AwarenessA¢a -A“Small but conscientious Melville [House]A¢a -Ajis rushing to get the report out

promptly."A¢a -4 <Library Journal



The United States Senate Select Committee on Intelligence was created by the U.S. Senate in 1976
as a bipartisan committee responsible for overseeing federal intelligence activities.lt is the
committee’s responsibility to A¢a -A“oversee and make continuing studies of the intelligence
activities and programs of the United States Government,A¢a -A-to A¢a -A“submit to the Senate
appropriate proposals for legislation and report to the Senate concerning such intelligence activities
and programs,A¢a -As and to A¢a -A“provide vigilant legislative oversight over the intelligence
activities of the United States to assure that such activities are in conformity with the Constitution

and laws of the United States.A¢a —-As

Having read this report, | am convinced that evil is most effectively perpetrated by bureaucrats. This
report catalogues a litany of lies, misrepresentations, and obfuscation perpetrated by the CIA
against congress, the president, and the world in general. It is amazing to me that no one is in
prison because of this, but we as a country are poorer for having allowed these acts to happen.
What is clear is that we tortured people, repeatedly, but did not derive any useful information as a

result of this torture and continue now to face the consequences for our actions.

Basically the closest thing any regular citizen can get to an organized dump of objective facts
(although, perhaps, curated to tell specific stories which may be biased) on this matter. Keeping in
mind the full contents of this book are copied from CIA internal documents, prior "debate" on the
torture ("enhanced interrogation") issues have nothing on what’s in here. Only downside: the writing

is not as gripping as the science fiction | usually like to read.

This is a necessary book for anybody to read that wants to understand just what it is that were
capable of, as well as to understand what we find to be acceptable despite knowing that such
tactics are ineffective. This is an eye opening book, I'm not going to lie it's disturbing, it's hard to
read, but it's one of the most necessary books I've ever read. Not meant for anybody that has a
weak stomach, for anybody that is easily upset. This book is only for people that want to understand
what’s going on, and understand exactly what we were doing, and to try and understand why it is we
did it.

Everyone should buy and read this. Seriously, do something your congressman won’t do (even

though we pay them to do their jobs they still won’t but whatever).Very dark and informative. Thank



goodness this was unclassified!

Impressive report. Anyone wishing to know about the truth of what went on and was authorized after
9/11 should read this. Sean Hannity and FOX viewers AVOID this book. It only deals with TRUTH,

and there aren't a lot of pictures.

As a friend noted, this part of our history will be rewritten and rewritten again and again as time
progresses. This long-awaited augmentation of history is and will be the foundation for many of the

rewrites. Note that every part of it is cited to CIA source materials.

Book arrived in great condition! Exactly the item | expected.

Five stars being called "l love it" is not really appropriate, but if you live in the U.S. and you *don’t*
read this, then you’ve abandoned your civic responsibility and you’re a disappointment to your
family.
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